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Cover photo:  A big electric powered P-47 flown 

by Sia Vossough, labeled Tarheel Hal.    

Photo by Pat Rose.    

Next Meeting:  Thursday, January 26,       
7 PM at Hayes Elementary School in San 
Jose.    Location: Hayes Elementary 
School, 5035 Poston Dr, San Jose 

95136.       
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Next Meeting:  Thursday, January 26, 7 PM at 
Hayes Elementary School in San Jose.    Loca-
tion: Hayes Elementary School, 5035 Poston Dr, 
San Jose 95136.       

Cover photo plane facts: Uses 2 Lipo batteries, 6S 5000mah each, connected in series.   Weight 24Ibs; 
85" wingspan; 75" length; Hacker A80 motor with 24x10 prop with castle creation 160 HV speed con-
troller. 5700 watts burst power(7.65 horsepower) at close to full throttle. 
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Happy 
New 
Year 
to every-
one. As 
we start 
into the 
2012 year 
here at the 
SCCMAS, 
I wanted 
to remind 
you to 
send in 
your re-

newal forms if you have not yet done so. With-
out AMA and a current SCCMAS membership, 
you cannot fly at the facility. I will also ask eve-
ryone for their help in policing this and those 
that choose to fly at the SCCMAS as 
'renegades' of sorts. I often hear about people 
who just decide to come out on their own and 
fly without joining the SCCMAS. This does 
nothing but take away from those who pay 
membership fees to keep the SCCMAS going. 
If you see this occurring, please discuss the 
situation kindly with the person and if there is 
an issue, feel free to contact a board member 
to deal with it. The first step would be to ask 
for proof of AMA, and then have them fill out a 
guest form. If they refuse to do this or cannot 
comply, the individual certainly could not be 
allowed to fly. Certainly, we have the right to 
call the Rangers to deal with the issue if the 
person is not willing to comply. Also, please 
remember to fill in and send out the survey 
form. We use the results from these forms as a 
'rudder' to help guide the SCCMAS. 
 
Thanks to all that came out to our 25 year 
Banquet in December. We had 100 smiling 
faces enjoying a great time at the event and I 
can say that it was an amazing event in many 
respects. We had two screens up with a slide 
show compiled by Chris Luvara and video by 
Walter Colby, an informal auction, door prizes 
and a lot of time to share stories with members 
from over the years. A huge thanks to Don 
Coulter who was the leading force behind put-
ting this event together. Thanks Don! 

 
I want to 
thank 

Walter Colby for all his great work in keeping 
the field maintained since he  come onboard in 
the field maintenance position. He's working 
hard to first keep the place clean and secondly 
make improvements to the grass condition, 
facility structures and other areas that make 
the field such a great place to fly. As I men-
tioned previously, Peter Vogel has taken on 
the training responsibilities for the SCCMAS 
and has many great ideas for moving forward 
with it. His article this month expands on that 
and asks for your input and help moving for-
ward. Likewise, Dave Neves is continuing to 
work with many helicopter students and keep-
ing our new heli area progressing in usage. 
Steve Smith has also put together our sched-
ule for 2012 and we look forward to many 
great events. Of course, our annual airshow is 
rapidly approaching and will be here in no 
time. I've personally put many years of effort 
into the airshow and look forward to more peo-
ple stepping up this year to take on tasks in 
organizing the show. 
 
We are currently looking for a new Webmas-
ter to maintain the SCCMAS website. This vol-
unteer position means updating it regularly and 
maintaining the site that is in place, keeping it 
up to date and current to web standards. If you 
are experienced in this field and would like to 
volunteer your time, please contact me. 
After many years of dedicated service, our 
Newsletter Editor, Pat Rose has decided it's 
time to hang up the newsletter cap and pass 
on the baton to another willing person. We 
can't thank Pat enough for his service. It's of-
ten a thankless job at times, but I know that 
many do appreciate it. Having done this posi-
tion myself, I can say that it takes dedication, 
but is a rewarding endeavor. If you have a 
passion for writing and putting together a 
newsletter, please contact me."  
 
I look forward to another great year at the 
SCCMAS. 
Until Next Issue, Michael 
O 

      Presidentõs News 
      By Michael Luvara  
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I den t i f y 
yourself, 
please.   

 

When I arrive at the field for a few hours of 
fun, I usually place my transmitter in the im-
pound.  I also take the opportunity to scan 
membership cards to determine who is at the 
field on this day.  Some members Iôll know 
and some not. For my benefit and others, why 
not wear  your  SCCMAS name badge?  
Please. 
 

New Years Prediction 
Yes, I have a prediction for the new year.  It is 
that the quality of  low cost ñtoyò helicopters 
will exceed that of commercially available 

helicopters, specifically in the use of gyros for 
flight assistance.  I have a relatively high cost 
chopper that I purchased at a hobby shop.  I 
also have a ñtoyò helicopter made by World 
Tech Toys.  The WTT Phoenix, which cost 
me a relatively small amount, flew straight up 
and hovered with very little control input.  Itôs 
gyro stabilization is excellent.   
 
I further predict there will be a revolution in 
the use of gyros for fixed wing flight also.  
There will soon be a dual channel gyro for 
rudder and elevator control, and these gyros 
will morph into the receivers that we use.  
These gyro assisted fixed wing aircraft will fly 
amazingly well in winds up to the dreaded 20 
mph variety.  Windy days soon will not be a 
concern for the average rc pilot.  O 

From the Editor  
 By Pat Rose 

Dr. Jerry Bruce, our proof reader, with his new Sig Kadet 

Senior ARF, having just completed its maiden flight. . 

http://www.sigmfg.com/IndexText/SIGRC58ARFB.html
http://www.sigmfg.com/IndexText/SIGRC58ARFB.html
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December 9, 2011.  25 Year Celebration at Three Flames 
Pat Rose photos. 

Brian Nelson 
SCCMAS Founding 
Father. 

Don Coulter running 
the raffle. 

Tim Stahlke explaining the 
new Safety Award.   

Sitting down:  Lawrence 
Tougas, Area Ten Chair-
man.   

Lots of food to go 
around.   

Michael Luvara, 
the Pres. 
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McCutchen machine that 
mimics a flying maple leaf.  
Also called a "Charybdis".   

Babeôs Rare Bear.  
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Field Safety  
Chairman  

Tim Stahlke  

Safety is No Accident 

 

Happy New Year SCCMAS friends- 

WOW, Itôs been such annoying weatheréfor 

skiers, really too hot and no snow or rain. 

Some of us were getting sun burnt and 

stripped down to our shirt sleeves for recent 

trips to the field!   I hope everyone had a 

great holiday with ample time for family and 

friendséOh, who am I kidding!  How many 

trips did you get to make to Tomcats to pur-

sue your passion for flight?  If youôre like me, 

I tried to balance some time off of work for 

flying (5 trips to the field between 12/23/11 

and 1/2/12), family (12 for dinner) and sleep-

ing (8-9 hours each night).  Did anyone else 

buy their wife an airplane as a holiday gift? 

As many of you know, I was able to present 

Tim Jones with the first monthly installment 

of the SCCMAS Safety First Award during 

the delicious 25th anniversary banquet dinner 

in December. As the former safety officer, 

Tim has been a steady source of coaching 

and mentoring for me in my role as safety 

chairman. Thanks again, Tim. Remember, 

this award will be presented at each club 

meeting to a member who has demonstrated 

or helped promote safety first at the field.  

Safety can take on many forms, from holding 

a starting airplane, to co-pilot spotting, or to 

politely assisting a newer member with loose 

jewelry hanging near a prop in the start-up 

area. Anytime youôve taken a safety initiative 

during your time at the field Might be an op-

portunity to be recognized for your efforts. 

For a club with our size membership, and the 

heavy field usage Iôve observed while there 

and on the web-cams, Iôm really pleased with 

our safety record. The number of dumb 

thumb occurrences is really quite low, and 

each of us can continue to do his or her part 

to continue that trend by keeping safety at 

the forefront of each of our minds and flying 

days. Iôve been asked if the safety award 

counters the Dumb Thumb award (which 

Rick Maida reports now has a nice polished 

red thumb-nail-Miriam strikes back). I hope 

there are always many more instances of 

members showing safety as an initiative 

rather than encountering a dumb thumb 

event.  

I received some good feedback about last 

monthôs column on the safety practice of 

checklists. Just take a glance at Peter Vo-

gelôs training column for a great example of a 

checklist. Don Coulter said he uses them 

and would remind everyone to make sure to 

include the obvious stuff to your pre-flight 

checklist. A range check coupled with a con-

trol surface check is always a good idea, not 

just after swapping servos or a major over-

hall, but anytime your plane has been sitting 

idle in the hangar for awhile. This simple 

practice would save many airplanes from the 

dumpster or major rebuild. 

 

Safety continued on page 12.. 


