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Cover photo: Playboy RC assist built and flown by Harold Davidson.  Pat Rose photo.   

Next meeting at SCCMAS Field:   Saturday, July 31 at 5 PM.   

GPS Location: 10250 Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, CA 95037. 

Entrance Sign:  Mara Brothers, 550 Monterey Road. 

Upcoming Contest Schedule:                                   See page 9. 
August 07, Sat., Summer R/C Swap Meet  See page 17. 
August 21, Sat., Pattern Contest    See page 18. 
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President*   Michael Luvara  408-292-1212      mike@sccmas.org 

Secretary*   Dean Sala  408-244-2153      secretary@sccmas.org 

Treasurer*   Jim Patrick  408-356-0817      treasurer@sccmas.org 

At Large*   Don Coulter  408-690-3830      skydanz@comcast.net 

At Large*   Steve Smith  408-234-0095      contests@sccmas.org  

Newsletter Editor  Pat Rose  408-910-9421      servochatter@sccmas.org 

Newsletter Proof Reader Jerry Bruce 

Contest Coordinator  Steve Smith  408-234-0095      contests@sccmas.org 

Safety                       408-xxx-xxxx      safety@sccmas.org 

Flight Instruction  Mike French  408-373-5301      training@sccmas.org 

Webmaster   Dean Sala  408-244-2153      webmaster@sccmas.org 

Raffle Coordinator  Paul Hasselbach        pwhassel@gmail.com 

Field Weather (automated)    408-776-0101 

On Site Field Telephone    408-776-6844 

SCCMAS Business Office    408-292-1212 

SCCMAS WWW address    www.sccmas.org 

AMA Intro Pilots (These pilots can fly non-AMA mem-

bers once, certain restrictions apply.) 

Reggie Dell- Aquila, Mike French, Jack Sunzeri 
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 Flyinõ Fast - Presidentõs News 
      By Michael Luvara  

A i r s h o w 
2010 was 
a n o t h e r 
great suc-
cess and 
I'm still re-
c o v e r i n g 
from a busy 
week lead-
ing up to 
the event, 

not to mention the long days at the show. Attendance 
numbers were good, but down slightly from last year. 
This is due in part to several advertising opportunities 
that were missed, along with the Soccer World Cup 
finals being on the Sunday of the show and likely a 
down economy. I canôt tell you how many hours go 
into this show each year by numerous individuals. We 
often sit on the porch on Sunday evening, after the 
show is complete, asking ourselves ñWhy do we do 
this?ò. Of course, this show is a big part of the 
SCCMAS and giving back to the community. It is our 
opportunity to showcase the SCCMAS to the public 
and allow them the chance to see R/C and the sur-
rounding county park system. If you were not able to 
help at the event this year, please consider volunteer-
ing at the next airshow or even another event during 
the year. Thank you to everyone who helped make 
this event a success!.  

I also want to invite you to the SCCMAS's annual club 
meeting/BBQ, which will be held on Saturday, July 
31st at 5pm. Bring your family and have a great eve-
ning at the field. We'll be serving the main course, and 
you are free to bring your favorite dish/dessert to 
share. Hope to see you there! Of course, bring a 
plane to fly beforehand, and a show and tell item for a 
free raffle ticket. 

It is becoming ever more apparent how difficult it is for 
R/C clubs to maintain their facilities in the Bay Area, 
let alone other parts of the country. EBRC in Liver-
more is now (as of July 1) limiting their field to electric 
only, and Bayside R/C has been given a date of Sept 
31 for the last day of operations. With that said, we 
will more than likely be getting new members as they 
look for other facilities at which to fly.  Please wel-
come any guests who want to try the facility out (have 
them fill out guest form and discuss the field rules) 
and help new members get acquainted with the 
SCCMAS. We're also looking at a dedicated heli area 
at the north end of the field, which will move the offi-
cial hover area from its current location. This will bet-
ter serve the needs of members wishing to fly helis. 

I want to personally thank all of the helpers at the 
work party on June 19

th
. Without these individuals, the 

field would not look as good as it does today! If we 
forgot anyone below, my sincerest apologies! 

Matthew Smith, Steve Smith, Mike West, Katie 
Schurtz, Rogwe Pellor, Don Coulter, Jim Thomp-
son, Dan Neal, Lew Chee, Tom Ciccone, Tim 
Jones, Norm Sly, Mike Legett, Jim Patrick, Paul 
Calvi, John Ribble, Juanita Ribble, Luke Peng, 

Dale Johnson, Dave Salac, and Ray Fraser 

I also want to take a moment to discuss our flight op-
erations in regards to full scale aircraft surrounding 
the field. Many know that there has been numerous 
discussions about the CHP aircraft and even the 
Sheriff helicopter flying in the park area. At the Hollis-
ter airshow, the SCCMASôs static display booth was 
right next to the CHPôs aircraft, so I spent some time 
discussing the issues that they have with some of our 
operations. Many of you know that my brother and I 
own and fly a full scale Citabria aircraft. Occasionally, 
on weekends, I will fly by the field at 1000ft AGL 
(above ground level) and watch the R/C aircraft in the 
air. Reggie Del-Aquila will be on the radio with me on 
the ground and I will give reports of aircraft position 
and altitude. It is not uncommon for R/C aircraft to be 
well above 500ft, and even above 1000ft. The CHP 
has informed me that they have a radar altimeter in 
their Cessna aircraft and are flying 1000ft or more 
above the ground. On numerous occasions, they 
have reported R/C aircraft at altitudes equal to or 
higher than them. I know that it is hard to tell our alti-
tude of R/C models at times, but it is IMPERATIVE 
that we watch for full scale traffic and yield the right of 
way NO MATTER what their altitude.  We do not have 
any rights to the sky over them. Please work with us 
on this issue and the CHP assured me that they are 
not harassing us. They simply have a job to do and 
unfortunately, it does include operations near and 
above our facility. I can tell you that the perspective 
from a full scale aircraft is much different than on the 
ground. A pilot cannot hear other aircraft or see them 
often until it is too late.  

I would also like to thank Rick & Merriam Maida, Don 
Coulter, Lynne Stover, Babe Caltabiano, Judy Norris 
and Denny/Barbara Baker, who were instrumental in 
putting together the SCCMASôs float for the Morgan 
Hill 4th of July parade. (See p. 16.  Ed.) The 
SCCMAS took second place in its category! Thanks 
guys. 

Until next issue,    Michael   o  
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Volt Watch 2 is a nifty on-board battery moni-
tor that newbies to our sport may want to try.     
This device has a switch to set it to monitor a 
4 cell or 5 cell NiCd or NiMH battery pack.  
When a green LED (small light source) illumi-
nates, you have a good-to-go battery charge.  
When a yellow LED starts to flash, youôre at 
the end of your flying session and need to 
charge your batteries.  Installation includes 
setting a tiny 4-cell/5-cell switch and  plugging 
a connector into an unused receiver connec-
tor.  Thatôs it.  When the receiver is powered 
up, the Volt Watch is activated.  The LEDs 
are readable in bright sun light.   
 
When I work on one of my planes, I am retro-
fitting the plane to add the Volt Watch.  I find 
the coolest spot to install the Volt Watch is in 
the cockpit near where the instrument panel 
would be found. Mounting is accomplished 
with the supplied double sided tape. The cost 

from Tower is around $11. o 

From the Editor  
 By Pat Rose 

Raffle prizes will include a 2.4 GHz Aircraft Receiver, a kit, adhesives and lots of other stuff. 
Remember, the person who wins the receiver can trade for store credit or exchange for an-
other brand of receiver 

Next meeting:   Saturday, July 31 at 5 PM.   

Location: SCCMAS Field, 10250 Monterey Road, Morgan Hill, 95037. 

You are invited  to the SCCMAS's annual club meeting/BBQ,  Bring your family and have a 

great evening at the field. We'll be serving the main course, and you are free to bring your fa-

vorite dish/dessert to share. Hope to see you there! Of course, bring a plane to fly beforehand, 

and a show and tell item for a free raffle ticket. 
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Secretaryõs Report on 
the Membersõ Meeting 
By Dean Sala  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting Date: 06/03/2010 
Start Time: 7:15 
Attendance:  43 
 
Meeting Headed by 
Mike Luvara 
 
Officer Comments: 
 
Mike Luvara: 
Working on airshow signup webpage 
Went over survey results 
 
 
Steve Smith: 
Flea market went well 
A well attended warbird race 
Upcoming warbird fly-in 
Summer flea market in August 
Mike Radu will head the electric fly-in 
Was a good event at San Martin airport 
 
 
Mike French:  
Two students in need of training 
Need some trainer pilots 
 
Pat Rose: 
Thanked everyone for all the contributions to 
the newsletter.. 
 
Dumb Thumb: 
Steve Smith watches daughter crash plane.  
ñLooked like she had it.ò 
 
Dumb Thumb Runner Ups: 
Steve Culp reversed ailerons 

 
Matthew Smith Plane started nose heavy and 
wouldnôt take off.  Moved battery to back then 
plane went up and stalled. 
 
Show and Tell: 
Carlos Tripodi 
Delta Jet by World Models.  EDF jet flies great 
running on a 40 amp controller 
He also brought a Unijet by World models.  
Great looking jet. 
 
Walter Colby 
Trying to sell a very nice biplane running a 70 
OS Surpass 4 cycle.. 
 
Matthew Smith 
Ultra Micro J-3 Cub by Park Zone. 3 Channel 
rudder/elevator control.  Great little plane. 
 
Carl Quinn 
AK models Sokoi.  OS 46FX 5.5lbs. 
 
Bruce Devissar 
Showed us a scratch built fuse based on an 
old Skywing fuse.  Plane originally produced 
by an old German company. 
  
 
Raffle: 
Rod Shurtz Futaba Receiver 
Kyle Alegete Glow Driver 
Terry Barber CA Glues 
Babe  Drill Bits 
Dick Zorker Drill Bits 
Eric Sander CA glue 
Roger Pellor CA glue, Drill bits, Wheel stuff 
Mike Radu  Cutting Mat 
James Gale C-clamps 
Steve Smith Hinges 
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Show and Tell photos by Pat Rose. 

Above:  Carlos Tripodi. 

Below:  Carl Quinn   

Above:  Matthew Smith 

Right: Bruce Devissar 
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Watch Where You Step 
It is common for people to crash their plane 
on the far side of the runway. Although one of 
the goals of our flight training program is to 
insure that students can always glide their 
plane back to the runway safely in case of 
engine failure, it is not uncommon to see peo-
ple recover their planes from the dirt and 
weed area in the field towards 101. The fol-
lowing are two pictures that were taken of 
some of the friends found in that field. The 
pictures shown below are not of a rattlesnake 
[although I have seen them] but a gopher 
snake which is not poisonous. The photos 
were taken in that field area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The point here is that these creatures do exist 
in that field. Knowing that, when people re-
trieve their planes, be aware that they are 
there. So watch where you step, please. 

  
We have seen coyote and bobcat in our 
area as well. Again, these critters are not 
a direct hazard to anyone, but everyone 
should be aware that they sometimes fre-
quent our field and so should be honored. 
Fly safely. -MF 

o  

 
 
 

Training  
 

By Mike French  


