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Next Meeting:  Saturday,  July 28, 2007 at 5 PM .   

Location: SCCMAS field. 

Don Coulterôs unlimited race plane.  Engine is an OS 1.20 AX turning a 12 x 12 prop.  Plane  

hits speeds of 160 mph+.  Spektrum 2.4 GHz radio with Hitec servos.  Pat Rose photo. 

Servo ChatterServo Chatter   
  July 2007, Issue #124 

  Official Newsletter of the SCCMAS ñTomcatsò 

  AMA Club Charter #110 

  www.sccmas.org 

  



Servo Chatter | July 2007   Page  2  
                                                                                                                                         

 

Mike Conrardy at the controls. 
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John Costas lands straight down the run-
way while recovering from a dead stick.  
These Edge 540s fly extremely well, as 
usual.   Pat Rose photo.  

Pat Rose 
photos. 



Servo Chatter | July 2007   Page  3  
                                                                                                                                         

 

As I write this 
column, Iôm 
still recovering 
from the an-
nual Airshow. 
This yearôs 
show was a 
definitely a 
success. I 
want to thank 
each member 

and volunteer who gave freely of their time to help 
put on this show. Without you, it would not have 
been possible. We had a great attendance this 
year, having 1200 spectators on Saturday, and 
1000 on Sunday. The surveys from vistors are very 
positive and it is evident that we put on another en-
joyable show. Unfortunately, several members did 
lose their models, but in the end, we had a safe 
event and thatôs what counts. 
 
Several SCCMAS members also took part in the 
Morgan Hill 4

th
 of July parade this year. Headed by 

Rick and Miriam Maida, Don Coulter, Babe Caltabi-
ano and several other members, they built an out-
standing looking float and entered it in this yearôs 
parade. Iôm pleased to say that the float finished 
first in its division. Congrats guys! Definitely great 
publicity for the club. 
 
Over the years at the SCCMAS, I have met a lot of 
wonderful individuals and made some exceptional 
friends. One gentleman who sticks out in my mind 
is Hector Methot. Hector was a longtime participant 
within the SCCMAS. I can recall my first days at the 
SCCMAS in 1987 as a youngster and seeing this 
red P-63 with an engine mounted in the middle of 
the model. Club member Reno Clark would pilot the 
P-63 and they would work through teething prob-
lems with it at the time. To my knowledge, Hector 
was the first person to successfully build and fly a 
center mounted engine in a P-63 model. As a ma-
chinist, his work was second to none. His efforts 
were chronicled in many magazines and he proudly 
showcased his model throughout California R/C 
events. In the late 1990ôs, his model was trans-
ferred to the AMA national museum, where it sits 
today.  Hector passed away in May of this year. He 
had recently written a letter to the SCCMAS, as he 
did frequently, and talked of his wishes on visiting 

the field again. Alas, this was not to be.  In honor of 
Hector, Iôve dug up an older article I wrote that was 
printed in the SCCMAS newsletter and the AMAôs 
museum newsletter several years ago. Hector cer-
tainly sparked ingenuity in my mind and many oth-
ers. He will be missed. I am proud to have known 
him and learned so much from his talents. 
 
A couple quick items ï We are not allowed to drive 
our vehicles off of the improved areas of the field. 
This means, no driving your car out to a crash site 
in the field.  Also, we are NOT supposed to feed the 
animals (namely squirrels) at the field. Please re-
frain from tossing peanuts or other items their way. 
The animals are becoming way too friendly. We ask 
for your cooperation on these issues. 
 
Lastly, our annual BBQ meeting will be held on Sat-
urday, July 28

th
 @ 5pm at the SCCMS field.  This is 

a free event for club members, their spouses, and 
families. The SCCMAS provides the main course 
and you are welcome to bring your favorite dish to 
share. We hope to see you there! 
 
Until next issue, 
Michael 
 
 

Flyin Fast - Presidentõs News 
      By Michael Luvara  
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Time to update my photo.  Funny thing:  At the 20 
year anniversary dinner, a club member remarked 
that he didnôt recognize me without my hatðwhich 
I always wear at the field.  I have had the exact 
same experience.   

By the time you read this the Airshow 2007 will be 
history.  Lots of work by a lot of volunteers made 
the Airshow possible. I would like to once again 
personally thank all those members who partici-
pated in the electric , noon time trainer, and aero-
batic displaysðsegments that I helped to coordi-
nate.  I was especially impressed by all the team-
work during the noon time trainer effort on both 
Saturday and Sunday.   On Saturday we only had 
a few guests who did not get to the trainer line, 
and on Sunday we  handled ALL guests that were 
in line.   

A note for those new to using PCs:  Use some 
kind of security software, such as Norton.  I also 

use Spybot (www.spybot.info) as it seems the dif-
ferent security software catches different items.  I 
have discovered that recently each and every web 
site that I visit places a tracking cookie on my PC, 
and I find myself ñdisinfectingò my PC every day, 
especially  just before I order something on the 
web. 

You may remember the Sept. 2006 edition of 
Servo Chatter which included an article explaining 
how to calculate the CG of your airplane.  Well, I 
wanted to verify the CG of the plans for my North-
rop Gamma, so I started to use this detailed pro-
cedure.  I got bogged down real quickðso I did a 
web search and found: www.geistware.com/
rcmodeling/cg_super_calc.htm.  All I had to do 
was take measurements of the plane and plug 
these values into the program.  Well, the plans 
had a CG of 5.1 inches from the wing leading 
edge and the program calculated 5.18 inches.  

Wow!   

One more thing.  FYI, when I have the unusual 
experience of retrieving a crashed model, either 
mine or someone elseôs, there is always the job of 
retrieving the crash debris.  I usually find not only 
the crash site debris that I am looking for, but mis-
cellaneous fuel tanks, canopies, covering material, 
props, etc.  It is important that we always collect 
all of the crash site debris to keep the surrounding 
area tidy, especially if your model lands outside 
the normal bounds of  the SCCMAS leased prop-
erty.  When you are out looking for your plane, 
why not pick up whatever debris you spot  - if at all 

possible?   o        

From the Editor  
  
By Pat Rose 

The next meeting will be held at the SCCMAS field in Morgan Hill.  See www.sccmas.org for directions 
to the field if you need them.  Raffle prizes will NOT include the usual -  tools instead of a radio, a kit, 
adhesives and lots of other stuff.   
 
Bring your latest project for show and tell and receive a free raffle ticket.  Cold drinks and donuts during 
the break. 
 

Upcoming  Meeting:  Saturday, July 28, 2007, 5 PM 



Servo Chatter | July 2007   Page  5  
                                                                                                                                         

 

From The Secretaryõs 
Building Board  

By Rich 
Luvara   
 

Paul Hasselbach hard at work. 
 

Raffle prizes provided by Shel-
donôs and Steve Culp.   

Meeting notes for 5/24/07 
 
There were 36 members present 
New members: Robert Mc Reynolds, Paul Calvi. 
 
 
 

Raffle 
 
Mike Luvara..drill press 
Merle Culp..heat gun, glue 
Steve Smith..a balsa nova kit (donated by Andy at 
Sheldons) 
Harold Klose..glue,  fuel tubing, control rods 
Al Silva églue 
Pat Rose..glue, hardware 
Matt Campi.. trim tool, control rods, hardware 
Norm Sly..mouse Pad 
Ron Marrier..glue, gloves 
Steve Culp..covering material 
John Adams..Striping tape 
James Gale..glow plugs, hardware 
George Zubreski..glow plugs, hardware 
Kevin Norred..hardware 

 
 

Dumb Thumb 
 
Won by Bob HouseéThe elevator stick broke on his 

transmitter resulting in a crash. o 

 

Steve Smith took the airplane. 
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Contest 
News  

By Steve Smith 

The Airshow has come 
and gone once again. 
Another fabulous public 
turn out! I want to thank 
all the volunteers for 

your efforts in making this Airshow a success. I 
spent two solid 12 hour+ days with my son, Mat-
thew, two days prior helping to prepare the shack 
and field for this large public event. The Costco 
run was adventurous both trips -  Matthew at one 
end of Costco while I was at the other end. My 
long bed pick-up was filled to the top with food 
both trips and somehow we managed to fit all of 
this food into the shack. 
 
Moving forward, the second Swap Meet of the 
year will be held on Saturday August 4

th
. This and 

future swap meets will have a slight change, as 
commercial sales of any kind will NOT be al-
lowed. This has become an issue the last few 
years, as too much space being consumed, ex-
cluded the real sellers cleaning out their garages 
from participating. 
 
On Saturday August 11

th
 SCCMAS will be hosting 

the Sport Warbird Race. With Warbird style 
planes reaching 150mph, this is sure to be an 
action packed day of fun. Contact Kevin Norred 
at t34racing@yahoo.com for registration and ad-
ditional information. Mark your calendars for Sat-
urday September 8

th
, the electrics are back for 

the annual Electric Fly-In. Charge those batteries 
and come out and fly with fellow electric powered 
aviation enthusiasts. Contact Bahman Dara for 
more information at bahman@mac.com . Pattern 
flyers get ready for the annual Pattern contest on 
Saturday September 29

th
. Watch the smooth and 

precise flying of the areas best Pattern pilots 
compete in several classes. For more information 
contact Luke Peng at lsjpeng@comcast.net . On 
Saturday October 6

th
, SCCMAS will host the final 

race for the T-34 Triangle Series. This is always a 
big event, with 50+ T-34 pilots racing for the top 

five point places for the 5 race series. Contact 
Kevin Norred at t34racing@yahoo.com for regis-
tration and additional information. 
 
Helpers are needed for events over the next 
several months. Several opportunities exist: At 
the August 11

th
 Warbird Race, we need pylon 

judges and lap counters; the October T-34 Race 
has an opening for a shack manager plus pylon 
judges and lap counters. If you can volunteer for 
any of these events please contact Steve Smith 
at (408) 234-0095 - contests@sccmas.org or 
catch me at the field on Sundays. Manage the 
shack for one event and receive one-half off your 
2008 annual dues. Manage the shack for two 
events and your 2008 annual dues are on the 
house. Open dates are listed below. 

See you at the field, 
Steve    
 
 

 

o  

October 
6

th
 T34 Triangle Series   

December 
1

st
 Flea Market   

December 
9

th
 

Toys 4 Tots-Bob 
Whitacre Memorial   

mailto:t34racing@yahoo.com
mailto:bahman@mac.com
mailto:lsjpeng@comcast.net
mailto:t34racing@yahoo.com
mailto:contets@sccmas.org
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S C C M A S ô 
Training De-
partment main-
tains three pri-
mary trainers 
for club benefit 

that have been donated by members and then 
restored. This month a Sig Manufacturing Kadet 
II has been added to our small armada. By the 
type of obsolete engine that it had, it is probably 
more than twenty years old from original con-
struction. It is interesting to show the 
ñbeforesò (1,2) and ñaftersò (3,4,5) of the plane 
and describe some of its unusual features and 
history. The quality of our trainers is not defined 
by the age of the plane but perhaps defined in 
spite of it. It now has a protected dependable 
receiver, a new battery, a new cowling and well 
operating servos. The covering is now fresh with 
all the hardware, linkages and brackets being 
replaced.  

It was donated to SCCMAS in 2006 in an un-
maintained condition. The engine and electronics 
were unusable as was the cowling. What caught 
the eye was that it was sturdily constructed and 
had large air filled tires. The original plane had no 
ailerons in the wings. In November it was decided 
to rebuild the plane and add it to our SCCMAS 
trainer group. After stripping everything off of the 
plane that was unserviceable, a new cowling was 
redesigned with the aid of Microsoft word [using 
its drawing utilities]. The servo platform was re-
built and the wings were redesigned and built 
with ailerons. A spare OS Max .50 SX was in-
stalled which gives the plane more than enough 
power. A switch in the interior of the plane was 
added that transfers control of the right aileron to 
Channel 6 to allow the plane to be flown with 
flaperon capability. The now sleek nose gives the 
plane a low wind resistance thus increasing the 
cruising air speed significantly. Lowering the stall 
speed with flaperons for the benefit of beginning 
pilots allows an easier time to learn to have the 
plane touch down on the main gears first before 
the nose gear for a quality landing. Fairing the 
nose to a large spinner [to protect the engine] 
makes the plane look longer and sleeker. To de-
emphasize the long nose, sharks teeth were 
added by selectively cutting Monocote and then 

covering it all with transparent sheeting for pro-
tection. The airframe has a new firewall. The tail 
section is now removable with both horizontal 
and vertical stabilizers being able to be un-
screwed for repair. All the decals and trim lines 
were covered with transparent Monocote for hot 
fuel protection. 

Many of our club members are retirees who enjoy 
rebuilding these planes for club benefit. If you 
feel that you would wish to donate your old train-
ers with engine and electronics or participate in 
the rebuilding process ultimately donating the 
result to the club, contact Mike French at (408) 
373-5301 or send an email to train-
ing@SCCMAS.org  

 

 
Training continued on page 8. 

Training  By Mike French 

mailto:training@SCCMAS.org
mailto:training@SCCMAS.org
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Not much on my 
mind at this writ-
ing. I can think of 
no reported inci-
dents at the field. 

I have not received any suggestions or notes 
of concern. So, this is truly a case where no 
news is good news. Efforts to remind people to 
speak up at the runway seem to be paying off. 
Iôm noticing a lot more chatter at the flight line. 
This is good in several ways, the most impor-
tant being of course runway safety. But the 
added benefit Iôve noticed is that several mem-
bers seem to meet new friends there.  

 
Our flying site is also a model aircraft club. 
One of the thoughts in my mind when I think of 
a club is that of group activity and participa-
tion, of meeting people and making new 
friends. One of the best ways to meet new 
people and acquaintances at the field is when 
sharing a frequency pin. This is a time to find 
the person whose card is in the box on your 
frequency, introduce yourself and make them 
aware that you are sharing a frequency for the 
day. You get to meet one another. You be-
come familiar with that person and you can 
find out what his transmitter looks like. So, 
while you get to meet someone you may not 
have met before, you get to develop a partner-
ship in ensuring that all are working together to 
keep the flying site safe and enjoyable. Also 
by meeting this person and knowing him by 
name, you have a new ally to share tips and 
tricks with, to get another opinion if needed. 
Another friend can only be good. As we be-
come more familiar with one another and more 
openly communicating, our club experience 
becomes more enjoyable. This improved com-
munication promotes more group activity and 
freedom to point out and discuss safety related 
actions. It seems to work for me.  

Until the next timeé.. 
Tim  

Safety  

By Tim Jones 

Training continued from page 7. 

o  

 

Airshow Photo. 


