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     May 2009, Issue #135                                               www.sccmas.org 

     Official Newsletter of the SCCMAS  ñTomcatsò             AMA Club Charter #110 

     Located in Morgan Hill, CA 

Next meeting:   Thursday, May 21 at 7 PM.  Location: Hayes Elementary School at 5035 Poston Drive, 

San Jose, 95136.  Member Michael Radu to present a finishing technique using the iron-on fabric cover-

ing Lozenge Camouflage from Arizona Model Aircrafters.  He will be including the entire process of con-

verting an ARF into a personalized aircraft.   

 

 Cover photo: Mike Conrardy flying his Agusta A109, aka the Club Trainer.   Pat Rose photo.   
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President*   Michael Luvara  408-292-1212      mike@sccmas.org 

Secretary*   Dean Sala  408-316-4126      secretary@sccmas.org 

Treasurer*   Jim Patrick  408-356-0817      treasurer@sccmas.org 

At Large*   Don Coulter  408-690-3830   

At Large*   Steve Smith  408-234-0095      contests@sccmas.org  

Newsletter Editor  Pat Rose  408-910-9421      servochatter@sccmas.org 

Newsletter Proof Reader Jerry Bruce 

Contest Coordinator  Steve Smith  408-234-0095      contests@sccmas.org 

Safety                       408-xxx-xxxx      safety@sccmas.org 

Flight Instruction  Mike French  408-373-5301      training@sccmas.org 

Webmaster   Dean Sala  408-316-4126      webmaster@sccmas.org 

Field Weather (automated)    408-776-0101 

SCCMAS Business Office    408-292-1212 

SCCMAS WWW address    www.sccmas.org 

 

AMA Intro Pilots (These pilots can fly non-AMA members once, certain restrictions apply.) 

Reggie Dell- Aquila, Mike French, Jack Sunzeri 

 
Governing Board Members* and other Volunteers of the S.C.C.M.A.S. 

Mike Conrardyôs latest BIG chopper, a Hughes 
500.  Mike will fly the H500 at the Airshow on 
July 11/12, along with his new Ultimate.                  
Pat Rose photo. 
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Flyinõ Fast - Presidentõs News 
      By Michael Luvara  

Spring is here! Well, almosté It seems like 
the weather has shown us a variety of sea-
sons in recent times. From the scorching hot 
90 degree days to the colder nights and rain, 
weôve seen it all lately.  The rains have 
helped the weeds sprout up again at the 
field, so please be careful when retrieving 
your aircraft. Weôll see if we canôt do some-
thing about the weeds this year. 
 
The annual Airshow is coming fast and the 
flyer has been included in this issue. As Iôve 
mentioned in the past, we need YOUR help 
at the airshow. This is our annual event to 
share R/C with the community. 
 
Please see the following link for a spread-
sheet on where we need help at the airshow. 
ht tp: / /spreadsheets.goog le.com/ccc?
key=pYX6_JPTjib9vO8oBGWA-OQ 
At the bottom are links to Saturday and Sun-
day. Take a look at any open slots and 
please email mike@sccmas.org or ste-
vejsmith2001@hotmail.com if you can help 
fill one of these slots! If you donôt have ac-
cess to a computer, the following list is 
where we can use your help. 

BBQ 
Snack Shack 
Soda Booth 
DJ/Music 
Noontime Trainers 

Info/Raffle Booth 
Glider Giveaway Booth 
Flight Simulator Booth 
Flightline Runner/Radio 
Operations 
 
Iôve been traveling a lot for business lately, 
spending some time in Oregon, Southern 
California and New Mexico. Because of this, 
I havenôt been out to the field as much as 
usual, but have managed to sneak out for a 
bit on a few weekends. The flea market a 
few weeks ago was well attended with what I 
believe is a record number of sellers at 39. 
Being out at the field and seeing the lawns 
mowed, clean pit area, etc. reminds me of 
what a great group of volunteer individuals 
we have at the SCCMAS who help make the 
facility what it is. I want to say thanks to all of 
those who help out at the SCCMAS, whether 
it is just picking up the trash, mowing the 
lawn, or welcoming new members to the or-
ganization. You are all assets and we appre-
ciate your contributions! 
 
With all that said, I wish everyone great 
flights in the springtime days ahead! 
 
Michael 

o   

http://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=pYX6_JPTjib9vO8oBGWA-OQ
http://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=pYX6_JPTjib9vO8oBGWA-OQ
mailto:mike@sccmas.org
mailto:stevejsmith2001@hotmail.com
mailto:stevejsmith2001@hotmail.com
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What is a Master RC Plane Builder? 

Well, letôs see.  A master builder should be 
able to build from plans, donôt you think?  Not 
many plans builders left these days.  Those 
who draw their own plans or go directly from 
3-view to airplane would also qualify.  Those 
among us who build molds and produce the 
finest finish and construction like Richard 
Spicer fit into the ñmold.ò   

Next, a master model builder would probably 
build planes that are scale subjects, like  a 
Monocoupe 90-AL as Paul Hasselbach is 
building.  How about a P-51B like Lynsel 
Miller built?  Or Don Coulter and his King-
fisher?  Also include Lynn Herschôs Stinson 
Reliant.   

A master model builder should be able to 
choose all components that make the plane 
flight worthy, such as radio, servos, engine, 

prop, etc.  

A master RC airplane builder need not be an 
aeronautical engineer, but should know 
enough about aircraft design to create a flight 
worthy build.    

How about UAV builders like our president 
Michael Luvara?  Should Michael be included 
under this umbrella? 

And finally for the acid test, the master model 
builderôs plane should fly at least once. 

If I missed mentioning a Tomcat builder who 
you think fits this description, please let me 
know and Iôll print a correction.  In fact, how 
about a letter to the editor that I can publish in 
the next newsletter?  (Be nice!!!) 

P.S.:  I did a Google search for Master RC 
Plane Builder and came up with such things 
as amazon.com model builder books.  Noth-
ing definitive, so I thought I would give it a 
shot in this column. 

P.S.S.:  The contents of this column were 
written to entertain and not meant to be criti-
cal of anyone. 

o     

From the Editor  
 By Pat Rose 

The meeting will be held at Hayes Elementary School located at 5035 Poston Dr.,  San Jose, 
CA 95136.  Future meeting date:  TBD.  Member Michael Radu to present a finishing tech-
nique using the iron on fabric covering Lozenge Camouflage from Arizona Model Air-
crafters.  He will be including the entire process of converting an ARF into a personal-
ized aircraft. 
 
Raffle prizes will include the usual - a radio (very possibly a 2.4 GHz unit), a kit, adhesives and 
lots of other stuff.  Bring your latest project for show-and-tell and receive a free raffle ticket. 

Upcoming  Meeting:  Thursday, May 21 at 7 PM.   
Location:  Hayes Elementary School.   
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Message from the 
Secretary  

By Dean Sala  
 

Guest speaker Kent Nogy representing JR. 

 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 03/25/2009 
 
Attendance 52 
 
Speaker  
Kent Nogy Rep from Bob Smith industries 
did a very informative talk on Spectrum/JR 
2.4Ghz radio systems. 
 
Officer comments: 
Mike French mentioned we need instructors 
during the week. 
 
Steve Smith: Everyone can participate at air-
shows. A shack manager gets ½ off club 
dues when volunteering one time.  A second 
time gets this volunteer full time membership 
for one year.  Please pay for candy and so-
das that you take from the shack.  Airplane 
engines must be able to be stopped from 
transmitter.  We need more help for events 
and helpers get complimentary raffle ticket. 
 
Mike Luvara: We are getting a panning web 
camera soon. 
 
Dumb Thumb: 
Walter Colby wins for two dumb thumbs.  
Plane goes down by a string from the bal-
loons and his other plane barrel roles into the 
pavement. 
 
Dumb Thumb Runner Ups: 
Bob House has spectacular crash during bal-
loon event at fun fly. 
Tim Jones Does a figure 9 into dirt. 
James Gale Was it the pilot or radio? 
 
 

Show and Tell: 
Walter Colby brought in a very impressive 
night flyer.  1800 very bright colored LEDs 
lined up the wings, tail, stab, and fuselage of 
his large powered glider. 
 
Mathew Smith had an F16 ducted fan jet.  It 
does 90 mph. Installed is an eflight 400 
ducted fan using a 14.8V lithium polymer 
battery. 
 
Paul Steiner brought in a Cosmic Wind ñLittle 
Toniò Powered by a 3W56.  A beautiful air-
craft. 
 
James Gale Brought in a warbird racer that 
does 90mph. It was decorated with his com-
pany logos on the upper wing and an Ameri-
can flag on the bottom. 
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Membersô Meeting 

Ted Edgington wins the 
radio.  Bring the donuts 
to the May meeting. 

Walter Colby runs away with 
the Dumb Thumb award. . 

Roger. 
Chris Attebery takes the chopper.   

Paul Steiner shows his Cosmic Wind Little Toni. 
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Training  By Mike French 

Instruction 
Time and 
Channel 

Cards 
 

SCCMAS has few operating rules at our field 
by intent. There is one rule, however, that is 
immutable. "Each plane that we fly has but 
one gas tank or set of batteries". This means 
that when we pick up a channel card for our 
frequency, the expectation is that the owner 
of that card will fly his plane to single tank 
fuel exhaustion, return his plane to the Start-
Up area and then return the channel card to 
the transmitter impound so that anyone wait-
ing for the card will have his opportunity to fly 
on a secure channel. As a rough estimate, 
most tanks on RC planes will support engine 
operation for about fifteen to twenty minutes 
depending on how the plane is being flown. 
The normal expectation is then that a solo 
qualified club member flying without interrup-
tion will be able to return the channel card to 
the next member waiting in roughly this time. 
This is not a written rule but a general reality 
of flying. 

When students are taking instruction, the 
rules will, perhaps, change a bit. Instead of 
just one transmitter to confirm servo direc-
tion, you have a buddy box to check as well. 
Adjustment times to correct any sense dis-
crepancies are doubled. Being a student, the 
pilot is less skilled in taxiing and can inadver-
tently place his plane in the grass which will 
have to be reset on the taxiway. Since the 
student is new, it is imperative that the in-
structor assure the student exercises a pre-
flight check of his plane, as forgetting to do 
so, frequently leads to mishap on takeoff. 
Having completed the preflight check, the 
instructor will take the student to a flight sta-
tion where either the student or instructor will 
take the plane off. Flight speed for a new 

student should be slow as his lack of famili-
arity induces potential crashes. The instruc-
tor's first priority is the safety of all members 
on the field and then secondly the security of 
the training plane of his student. So normally 
short flight times can be stretched even if 
everything goes well. If the student is at the 
phase where he is learning to land, fre-
quently a plane's engine will stop when the 
plane strikes the runway. The plane is re-
trieved, inspected of damage and restarted 
to complete the lesson whose length is de-
termined by the amount of gas remaining in 
the tank. Some instructors [myself included] 
wear a kitchen timer around their necks to 
determine the amount of flight time left with 
the single tank gas available. Although the 
total flight time may only be fifteen minutes, 
the total running time from taking the chan-
nel card may wind up to be thirty minutes or 
longer. Though it may be frustrating to some 
members that instruction and fuel exhaustion 
times may take longer than normal flight 
times, from the timer around the instructors 
neck, only one fuel tank is being exhausted. 
Instructors are aware that others are waiting 
for channel cards and will return the cards to 
the next member after taxing back with the 
student to the startup area. But instructional 
flight times of not-to-exceed twenty minutes 
from channel card acquisition can not be 
guaranteed and the patience and under-
standing for the training situation is re-
quested of everyone using the field. We all 
learned how to fly once and some of us took 
longer than others. 

Spread Spectrum Transmitters and Receiv-
ers are being recommended to new students 
as frequency conflict with this new technol-
ogy is no longer an issue which could cause 
a delay of instruction.  But the technology is 
not included in most ARF trainer packages 
yet although some progress is being made in 
this direction.     O 


