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Next Meeting:  Wednesday,  November 28, 2007 at 7PM.  Location: Hayes Elementary School.   

Don Loughridge shares his S.E.5a experience at the Oct. 4, 2007 Members Meeting.  See Donôs 

story on page 18.  Pat Rose photo. 
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Mike Leggett enjoying his electric. 
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Paul Steiner flies his one of a kind Lov-
ingôs Love Experimental.  Plane was built 
from scratch, modeling a plane at the Osh-
kosh museum.   
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Flyin Fast - Presidentõs News 
      By Michael Luvara  

It seems 
that 2007 is 
q u i c k l y 
drawing to a 
close as 
No vem ber 
is in full 
swing.  The 
leaves are 
c h a n g i n g 
color, falling 
off the trees 

and temperatures are starting their gradual de-
cline. The fall seems to host some of the best 
weather for flying at the SCCMAS. With the re-
duced daylight hours, more modelers seem to 
converge on the field during the fewer hours on 
the weekends, resulting in heavy traffic patterns. 
Days like this remind me how fortunate we are to 
have the SCCMAS facility. Here we are in the 
Bay Area, which is full of housing and urban 
sprawl with very little open space. We are very 
fortunate to have many acres of land to fly from, 
along with one of the nicest facilities in the world. 
This is all complimented by a scenic backdrop of 
hills and amenities like water, electricity, web-
cams, weather station, etc. To top that off, the 
climate is great year-round. What else could you 
ask for in a field? Too often than not, we take for 
granted what we have. I know that I find myself 
looking at the SCCMAS and appreciating it for 
what it is and being fortunate to be a part of this 
wonderful organization. Very few in the world are 
able to enjoy a facility like ours. 
 
One of the most difficult issues with a flying site 
like ours is how to deal with the myriad of aircraft 
and different types of aeromodeling interest by 
our members. This becomes apparent when rac-
ers are trying to practice, warbirds making straf-
ing runs by the runway, aerobatic contestants 
practicing maneuvers, a new student flight train-
ing, or just someone out sport flying. We as mod-
elers need to be aware of our flying actions at the 
field. Common sense and courtesy should be 
employed. By far the biggest issue at the field is 
communication at the flight line. We need to call 
out our intentions LOUDLY and make it clear to 
others what we are doing with our aircraft. Too 
often, I get an email or phone call from a member 

describing an incident at the field where they 
were trying to land and someone was on the run-
way, or how member X was not paying attention 
to what was going on around them, etc. Bottom 
line ï this comes down to the fact that we highly 
recommend members having a spotter with them 
at the flight line when flying. Weôre all here trying 
to enjoy the same thing and each of us needs to 
do our part to make the operations go smoothly. 
 
Well, itôs almost that time of the year again. Re-
newal time. Renewal packages will be mailed 
soon, so look for those in your mailbox in a few 
weeks. Included with these personalized renewal 
packages will be our annual survey. The 
SCCMAS governing board compiles and reads 
each one of these surveys, utilizing it as our rud-
der for the future. Your input is valued highly on 
these surveys. Please take the time to fill this out 
and return with your renewal. Along these lines, it 
is imperative that you have your AMA renewed 
before the end of the year. You must have a cur-
rent AMA card in order to fly! We appreciate your 
cooperation on these issues. 
 
Recently, I was contacted by an instructor at In-
dependence High School looking to see if our 
organization was willing to put on a demonstra-
tion and talk to their students. We are seeking 
club members who may be interested in working 
with the school on such an effort. 
 
The SCCMAS governing board met in early No-
vember for a fall board meeting. Items discussed 
included contests for the next year, improvement 
ideas for the field, along with important safety 
items and concerns expressed to us over the 
past few months. Look for some clarification on 
the helicopter hover area and general procedures 
at the field in the future. One of the items that 
came out of the meeting is that we will be creat-
ing an ñIncidentò reporting form. This form can be 
used by members to report issues or concerns at 
the field. If you have witnessed something unsafe 
that you would like to report, please use this form 
and submit it to us. The forms will be available in 
the impound and will provide the SCCMAS with 
valuable feedback on items of concern from the 
membership. 

President continued on page 16. 
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How I choose the cover photo. 

Itôs a funny thingðhow I choose the cover photo.  
I have a mental filter that is on the look out for 
something different from what I have included in 
the past.  The usual airplane by itself, no matter 
how big, fast, colorful, etc., just doesnôt seem to be 
enough (well, maybe Mike Conrardyôs Ultimate 
would be an exception).  This monthôs cover photo 
of Don Loughridge popped through my mental 
filter and found itself on the cover of Servo Chat-
ter.  This photo has great content, a variety of col-
ors, and tells itôs own story.  Don was sharing the 
history of this model and had a trophy plaque to 
prove that he had won a scale contest.  Don was 
talking about practice stretches of 50 flightsðI 
would be lucky if a plane of mine would last this 
long.  The plane must have taken a lot of mainte-
nance along its life.  Donôt miss Donôs article  on 
the history of this plane.  See page 18.  

Squirrel Update 

As of today (October 26), the squirrel situation is 
much improved.  Members have not been feeding 

the little monsters.  As a result, there are fewer 
marauders in the table area.  In fact, only one little 
monster was seen sneaking around a members 
vehicle.  He probably was looking to get warm 
near the engine.  Thanks, guys, for your coopera-
tion on this issue.   

Boomerang 

Donôt miss Jerry Bruceôs article on his plane 
ñBoomerangò.  The plane received this name after 
a long uncontrolled flight. See page 11 for the 
scoop on Boomerang. P.S.:  We really donôt want 
this sort of thing to happen, but it is  a good 
storyðand I did ask for contributions to Servo 
Chatter. 

Where to Land? 

More than once during the last couple of months I 
have seen planes, that had some problem,  land in 
the red zone area behind the flight stations.  The  
plane problems involved a dead stick and  a dam-
aged landing gear.  The red zone is red for good 
reasonðto protect the pilots and spectators.  
Even when your plane has some problem, you are 
still supposed to land on the runway if at all possi-
ble.  If you canôt make the runway, then go for the 
weeds on the east side of the runway.  Thanks for 

your cooperation on this issue.  o        

From the Editor  
  
By Pat Rose 

The next meeting will be held at Hayes Elementary School, Wednesday, November 28, 2007, 7 PM.    
See page 3 for a map to the meeting place.  Raffle prizes will NOT include the usual -  tools instead of a 
radio, a kit, adhesives and lots of other stuff.   
 
Bring your latest project for show and tell and receive a free raffle ticket.  Cold drinks and donuts during 
the break.  See map on page 18 to Hayes school.   
 
Future meeting dates:  Thurs. Jan 31, Wed. March 19th, and Thurs. May 15th.  

Upcoming  Meeting:  Wednesday, November 28, 2007, 7 PM 
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From The Secretaryõs 
Building Board  

By Rich 
Luvara   
 

Meeting notes for 9/04/07 
 
There were 35 members present 
 

Raffle 
Don Coulter, engine, 
Norm Sly ,kit, 
Kevin Walsh, heat gun, 
Matt Campi, kit, 
Bervin Britt, covering, 
Dick Gardner , xacto knife, 
Ron Marrier, xacto knife, 
Tim Jones, covering, 
Mark Siminoff, glue, 
Jerry Bruce, kit and glue, 
Babe Caltibiano, Prop, 
Mike Radu, Prop. 
 

Dumb Thumb 
Paul Hasselbach for installing the wing 
backwards on the trainer he brought for  
show and tell. 
 

Show and Tell 
Don Loughridge brought an SE-5 by topflite, 
now a hanger queen.  It hasnôt been flown 
since 1987 when Hill Country had their 
WW1 scale contests. Don also showed an-
other SE5 that was built for him by Mike 
Radu in appreciation for Don building Mikes 
first glider. Carl Quinn showed his China 
Models FW-190 ARF weighs 11# and pow-
ered by a 120 2 stroke. Matt Campi brought 
a World models T-34.   Matt recovered it in 
PT-19 colors, his back up for the T-34 
races. Mark Siminoff  showed an Extra 300 
ARF that he modified é.bellcrank  pivots  
for the elevator using hand made bear-

ings ,along with many vacuum formed 
partsénice job!!!   
 

Special Guest 
We had a guest from Paul Hasselbachôs 
special needs class.  His name is Blake and 
he is intrigued by airplanes and was made 
an honorary member of the Tomcats.  See 

page 12.  o  

Jim Patrick gave the financial report. 
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BIG NIGHT FOR SHOW AND TELL 

Michael Luvara 

Carl Quinn 

Mark Siminoff 

Don Loughridge 

Matt 
Campi 

Mike Luvara shows 
a large flying wing, 
dubbed ñVortexò. It 
was designed by 
former Northrop 
Grumman test pilot 
Charles Tucker, 
whom flew aircraft 
such as the X-4 tail-
less jet and the 
Northrop flying 
wing. Itôs powered 
by a Zenoah G-62, 
weighs 51 lbs, and 
has Robart retracts. 
The aircraft has a 6ô 
span and is 6ô long. 
This equates to it 
having an aspect 
ratio of 1. It has  
flown 5 times since 
the meeting.  See 
page 15 for in-
flight photo.   
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Safety  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two things for reminders this issue. 
 

First, Iôve been getting a few calls asking for 
help in explaining runway etiquette. 

 
A reminder to all to ñSpeak upò! Make yourself 
heard. Remember that you may have to shout 
your intention to the right and the left. Just 
listen to the guy next to you as he is not 
speaking in your direction and you can see 
that someone a bit farther away wonôt hear 
him at all.  

 
Repeat what you heard! Help make sure that 
everyone hears the calls. The second most 
common complaint is that a person setting up 
for a landing or takeoff says they didnôt hear 
anotherôs intention. The first most common 
complaint is that the person didnôt say any-
thing at all. Weôve all been witness to both of 
these examples. 
 
Get off the runway! The runway is needed for 

take off and landing. If your plane is sitting on 
the runway while going over a preflight or 
post flight with another person, often another 
flier will be either waiting his turn on the taxi-
way for takeoff or in the air sweating out his 
fuel supply waiting for the runway to clear for 
landing. 
 
Second, a reminder that aircraft are not to be 
taxied into or out of the start-up or pit areas. 
Also there is no engine run-up in the pit area. 
These safety rules hold true for all propulsion 
systems, whether glow, gas, electric, turbine, 
pusher, ducted fan or otherwise. Keeping this 
practice in mind eliminates any misunder-
standing or stretch of interpretation for these 
rules. 

 
Finally, come to the club meeting. Bring a 
story. Come and get one. Bring a suggestion 
or question for the board members. Get your 
questions answered about the club. Come 
and hear about whatôs coming up. Come and 
hear about whatôs already happened. Have a 
doughnut and a cup of coffee. Bring a nomi-
nation for the dumb thumb. Defend the nomi-
nation of yourself for the dumb thumb. 

 
See you there!!! 

 
Tim 

By Tim Jones 

Letter from a SCCMAS visitor: 

ñHello Mike, my name is Mike Russell and I was a visitor last weekend to your facility.  I just wanted to 
say that I enjoyed my visit and was greeted warmly by your membership.  I felt at home and found my-
self in conversation just as I would at my home field.  Just in case some might remember, I was the guy 
from Florida and the Cape Coral R/Seahawks.  (rseahawks.org).  I wanted to compliment you on a very 
nice facility. 

Mike Russell 

Call Sign: Rocketman 
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Training  

By Mike French 

Training continued on page 9. 

Where Can I 
Fly My Plane 
On A Windy 

Day? 
 

It sounds like the answer should be. ñAnywhere I 
want toò! But No! The ground rule for students 
flying their trainers is that they have to land back 
on the runway. Now that creates a problem as 
that mathematically the permissible glide back 
area in which one can fly a trainer with a slow 
glide speed moves as wind speed increases. If 
the wind velocity matches the trainers glide ve-
locity when the plane is pointed into the wind, 
then trainer can only descend straight down. The 
plane had better be directly over the runway if the 
rule is to be followed. 

An airplane has no knowledge of the wind motion 
over the ground which it is flying. It may be turbu-
lent but still with zero ground speed. So if the 
plane looses an engine it can head in any direc-
tion and glide the same distance. This forms a 
circle of impact which defines the area in which 
the plane will hit the ground. The center of that 
circle will move with the wind speed and be dis-
placed a distance equal to wind times the time 
the plane can remain in the airborne. Our light 
ARF trainers glide around 20 mph which is about 
30ft/sec. When you lose an engine at pattern alti-
tude, a good estimate is that you have about 20 
seconds before you hit the ground. This says that 
you have about 600 ft to get back to home base. 
If however you have a 10 mph head wind, That 
600 feet could slide toward you about 300 ft. 


