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President’s Message
By Steve Smith
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Hello Tomcats,

Spring has arrived! This is the time of the year we 
experience more activity at the field, our members, 
newcomers to the hobby and guests, all enjoying the 
remote control model aircraft hobby. The SCCMAS is 
popular stop for Park visitors along the South Coyote 
Creek bike path. Over the past year we have had 
several Park visitors wanting to try their hand at flying 
a remote control model aircraft. The SCCMAS offers a 
free flight training program. The SCCMAS supplies the 
model aircraft and we setup a time with one our 
introductory flight instructors. The rest is history, with 
previous visitors returning with a model airplane in 
hand to continue on the journey learning to fly. 2024 
was another successful year for flight training at the 
SCCMAS with over 20 new solo pilots off all ages 
buzzing the skies with their model airplanes. Over the 
last several years we have experienced a growth in 
popularity for remote control model aircraft from 
families and teens. Flight training information contact 
us at training@sccmas.org.  Let’s keep the momentum 
going.

This time of the year we experience a large turnout at 
the field. The SCCMAS offers six flight stations to fly 
from. Over the last decade the existence of electric 
aircraft has reduced the setup time to fly, making it 
easier to just walk out and fly. To be fair to all pilots 
wanting to fly, there is a flight board in the motor 
startup area. All pilots are required to clip their 
SCCMAS card to one of the available six flight stations 
where you will be flying from. Once your card is 
clipped to a flight station you can take a turn flying. 
After completing your flight, remember to take down 
your SCCMAS card and place it in the tray. 

This indicates that a flight station is available for use. At 
times, this will require self-policing, as cards may be still 
clipped to an open flight station. Check around to make 
sure no-one is in the process of preparing their aircraft 
for flight in the motor start-up area. Please do not move 
your aircraft out to the flight station area and wait for an 
open spot, use the flight board! Let’s work together to 
make this a smooth process for an enjoyable 
experience.

To kick off the year, the SCCMAS will be hosting a 
members meeting on Sunday April 13 from 12:00 to 
2:00PM at the SCCMAS field. The meeting is open to 
all members and their guests. New to the hobby and 
would like to join us, contact info@sccmas.org  . The 
annual Warbird Fly-In returns on Sunday June 7th from 
9:00AM until 4:00PM. Open to all Warbird R/C model 
aircraft from any era, any size aircraft, any motor type. 
More information is available at www.sccmas.org.

See you at the field,
Steve



From the Editor’s Desk
Newsletter Editor - Liam O’Connor 

Greetings Tomcats - 

Welcome to the March 2025 issue of Servo Chatter!  I 
hope you all enjoyed the holiday season, and that you 
are having a great 2025 so far.  In between some 
much needed rain, we have had many excellent flying 
days at our Field over the past few months.  We also 
hosted another SCCMAS Club meeting in October, 
which was well attended.  A core group of dedicated 
members also completed some much needed 
Clubhouse repairs at our work party in November.

I continue to be impressed by seeing so many new 
members joining our club, both young and old, and 
completing their flight training.  A special thanks to all 
of our SCCMAS flight instructors for sharing the joy of 
RC flight with newcomers, which grows and 
strengthens our Club and the hobby in general. In 
particular, I want to extend a special thank you to Dave 
Neves (pictured on following page), who recently 
moved out of the Bay Area to be closer to his family.  
Dave selflessly and enthusiastically served as flight 
instructor for several years, and helped countless 
pilots earn their wings.  Dave will be sorely missed by 
our Club and our students, and we hope he will come 
back to visit SCCMAS often!  

If you would like to promote the hobby and benefit our 
Club by being a flight instructor, please reach out to 
Club leadership as we are in need of volunteers to fill 
Dave’s role.   
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Cover Photo: Courtesy of Steve Smith.  Isaac and 
Spencer celebrate certification of completion of their 
solo test flights.

I hope all of you will enjoy this issue, which includes 
key information from SCCMAS leadership and 
volunteers, a recap of our quarterly club meeting and 
work party, a summary of upcoming events, plenty of 
photos of our recent activities at the flying field, and a 
construction article by SCCMAS member Andy 
Keates, detailing his autonomous twin engine 
balancer. 

I would also like to remind our members that if you 
have anything you would like to share in our 
newsletter, please send it to me at the email address 
below.  We are always on the lookout for stories, 
articles, building tips, photos, etc. that we can include 
in Servo Chatter.

Until our next issue, I wish all of you a fantastic spring 
full of flying, fun, and happy landings. 

See you at the field!

Liam

servochatter@sccmas.org
Tomcats Reminder:

–All Tomcats Members must lock the main entrance gate behind them each 
time they enter and leave the SCCMAS Flying Field.



From the Editor’s Desk, Con’t.
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THANK YOU DAVE NEVES!!!
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SCCMAS Officers and Volunteers

President
Steve Smith
steve@sccmas.org

Secretary
Mike Leggett
secretary@sccmas.org

Treasurer
Jim Patrick
treasurer@sccmas.org

Board Member at 
Large
Michael Luvara
mike@sccmas.org

Board Member at 
Large
Tim Jones
renewals@sccmas.org

Newsletter Editor
Liam O’Connor
servochatter@sccmas.org

Field Safety 
Chairman
(Position Open)

Field Maintenance
(Position Open)

Contest Coordinator
Eric Sander
contests@sccmas.org

Webmaster
Chris Luvara
webmaster@sccmas.org

Flight Instructor
Mike West
iflyi16@comcast.net

Flight Instructor
Dean Sala
deansala@suntactics.com

Flight Instructor
Karl Allmendinger
karl.allmend@sbcglobal.net
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Construction Article
By SCCMAS Member, Andy Keates

Autonomous Twins
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Construction Article (con’t)
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Construction Article (con’t)
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Construction Article (con’t)
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SCCMAS Work Party
By SCCMAS Member, Liam O’Connor

 

On November 6, 2024, a number of Tomcats modelers, led by Mike West (who are pictured below), 
participated in a work party at our field.   The team completed much needed and long overdue repairs to 
the deck and underlying structure around the Shack.  The SCCMAS is lucky to have committed club 
members with the talent and dedication required to maintain our infrastructure.

The contributions of our membership help to make our flying field one of the best in the nation.  If you 
were unable to make our last work party, please try to make the next one, and be sure to reach out to our 
club leaders if you would like to contribute in any other way.

A HUGE thank you to the members that participated at the work party!!!
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AMA/FAA News
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Please note that some of this may be new to you…

In addition to your SCCMAS Membership, you need:
● A current AMA membership
● An FAA Small UAS Certificate of Registration
● Place FAA registration number on your aircraft
● Complete the AMA TRUST test

The Recreational UAS safety Test (TRUST) 
https://trust.modelaircraft.org/

FAA Drone Zone Website for Small UAS registration 
https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/

https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2021/05/11/update-to-faa-dro
ne-zone-registration-and-renewal-process/

FAA Recreational Rules: https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/

Advisory Circular AC 91-57B 

AMA Safety Code

AMA Know Before You Fly https://www.modelaircraft.org/know-you-fly

Example FAA Small UAS Certificate of Registration

EXAMPLE



SCCMAS Members Meeting October 20, 2024
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SCCMAS Members Meeting (con’t)
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)

Above and Below: Bob Zuk’s SIG Astro-Hogs. Covered with Oratex fabric, with O.S. 2 stroke gasoline engines
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)

Below: Antonio Counsel (R) celebrating the successful maiden flight of his E-Flite 90mm 
Viper that he converted to turbine power (Xicoy X45 engine), via Paul Appelbaum 
conversion kit.  Alex Saroyan (L) assisted Antonio with the maiden.
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)

Below: San Jose State Aeronautics Team flies their scratch built plane for a competition. 
Test flight by Norio Eda.
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)

Below: San Jose State Aeronautics Team prepares the Second Version of their scratch 
built plane for a test flight. 
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)

Below: The jet that Roger “zigged” instead of “zagged”!
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SCCMAS: Scenes from the Field (con’t)

Below: SCCMAS Member, Matt Campi, spotted the rattlesnake pictured below in late 
March, as we were experiencing our first spring weather of the year.  Matt wrote: “I first saw 
this guy about 6” from my toe when I was locking the gate.  He was very unhappy with my 
presence.  Everyone needs to be vigilant at the field as this year, as we apparently have an 
overabundance of rattlers!”
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Sheldon’s Hobbies: New Location

Below: Sheldon’s Hobbies is moving from its current location on Tradezone Blvd in Milpitas 
to its new location in Willow Glen, at 1153 Lincoln, San Jose, CA 95125



Servo Chatter is published several times annually by the SCCMAS “Tomcats” radio control club located in Morgan Hill, CA. Views 
expressed in Servo Chatter are those of the writers. They do not necessarily represent the views of the club, its members, or officers. 
Mention of any product, material, or service shall not, nor is it intended to, imply approval, disapproval, or fitness for any particular use. 
The SCCMAS is a non-profit organization. Permission is granted to reproduce anything printed in Servo Chatter as long as the source 
and author are credited.

SCCMAS
163475 W La Chiquita Ave
Los Gatos, CA 95032


